
Year 2 Overview of RE Teaching and Learning 

 

Year 2: 
Topic 

Topic Title Content 

1 Beginnings  God is present in every beginning 

 The story of Creation, God made the world 

 God made us and loves us 

 The importance of prayer; morning prayer 

 A psalm is a song of praise to God 

2 Signs & 
Symbols 

 The Rite of Baptism 

 The signs and symbols used in Baptism: Easter candle, light, font, water, 
anointing with chrism, white garment 

 The reading of the Word of God  

 Recognition that Christians as members of the Church family act in a particular 
way because they are following the light of Christ   

 The role of parents 

3 Preparations  Advent four weeks of preparation for the celebration of Jesus at Christmas 

 Understanding of the liturgical year 

 Isaiah description of the one who is to come 

 The Annunciation 

 The Visitation 

 The Nativity 

 Jesus comes to us as God’s gift because he loves us 

 Jesus light for the world 

 The opening prayer at the Night Mass 

4 Books  The basic division of the Bible into Old and New Testament 

 The names of some of the Books of the Bible 

 The place of the Gospels in the Bible, something of their writers 

 The marks of reverence given the reading of the Gospel during Mass 

 The religious vocabulary and symbols related to the reading of the Gospel 

 The names, types and functions of various books used at Mass 

5 Thanksgiving  Parts of the Mass – Introductory Rites, Liturgy of Word, Liturgy of Eucharist, 
Concluding Rites 

 Some Mass responses 

 Eucharistic prayer for children 

 Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist 

 The implication of the concluding Rite of the Mass, where Catholics enter the 
world with a mission 

6 Opportunities  Ash Wednesday 

 Lent offers the opportunity to make a new start through prayer, good deeds 
and giving up things 

 The liturgy of Lent and Holy Week 

 The Stations of the Cross 

 The story of Palm Sunday of the Passion and what happens in the liturgy on 
that day 

 Jesus washing his disciples’ feet and its meaning 

 The suffering and death of Jesus on Good Friday 

 The Resurrection of Jesus 

7 Spreading the 
Word 

 Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit 

 Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

 The Ascension; Jesus returns to his Father 

 Pentecost - the gift of the Holy Spirit for all time 

 The power of the Holy Spirit in daily life 

 Christians pass on the Good News of Jesus through the Holy Spirit 

 The resurrection of the dead 



8 Rules  Jesus’ commandment to love one another 

 Jesus’ commandment to forgive each other 

 Sin, the intention to commit sin 

 Examination of conscience 

 A prayer of sorrow 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation: repentance, disclosure of sin, absolution and 
reparation 

 The Sign of Peace at Mass 

9 Treasures  The Creation story - Genesis 

 God made the world. 

 Respect for the integrity of Creation 

 Praise of God in Creation 

 Solidarity with those in need 

 The work of CAFOD 

 God’s care for us 

 Praise for the World 

 The Gloria of the Mass 

Judaism   Prayer at home 

 Shabbat 

Islam   Quiet times 

 Muslims pray at home 

 


