
Gospel Assembly ~ Fifth Sunday of Lent 29th March 2020 

Today’s Gospel is from the Gospel of St John (11:1-45) The raising of Lazarus 

 Jesus is teaching when he is approached by a messenger who tells him that Martha nad Mary have 

called for him. Lazarus their brother is ill, they ask Jesus to come quickly to heal him. 

 Jesus is very close to Mary (who we know as the same Mary who wiped Jesus’ feet with her tears), her 

sister Martha and Lazarus, their brother. 

 Two days later Jesus makes his way toward their house in Bethany. 

 Bethany is close to Jerusalem. 

 In Jerusalem the Jewish elders are already beginning to plot against Jesus. Jesus is becoming 

increasingly popular with the ordinary people. He is becoming a threat and a nuisance. 

 Jesus’ disciples are worried and do not want him to go to Bethany, thsy fear for his safety. 

 When Jesus reaches Bethany, Lazarus is already dead. 

 By raising Lazaurus from the dead Jesus demonstrates that he is truly the Son of God: 

“I am the resurrection and the life.” 

 The crowds who are present at this miracle believe and follow Jesus. 

 From this point Jesus is now accepted as the Saviour and Son of God by the ordinary people. 

 We are called to do the same. 

 We show others who we are by our works and actions – as Jesus did. 

 

 You can watch the Gospel story here (although it is from the King James translation of the Bible so the 

words are very traditional – but not difficult). 

 https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/media-library/video/2014-01-026-lazarus-is-raised-from-the-

dead?category=miracles&lang=eng 

 Below are some images of the story and the Gospel itself for you to read. 
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John 11:1-45 International Children’s Bible (ICB) 

The Death of Lazarus 

11 There was a man named Lazarus who was sick. He lived in the town of Bethany, where Mary and her sister 

Martha lived. 2 Mary is the woman who later put perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. Mary’s 

brother was Lazarus, the man who was now sick. 3 So Mary and Martha sent someone to tell Jesus, “Lord, the one 

you love is sick.” 

4 When Jesus heard this he said, “This sickness will not end in death. It is for the glory of God. This has happened to 

bring glory to the Son of God.” 5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 But when he heard that Lazarus was 

sick, he stayed where he was for two more days. 7 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 

8 The disciples said, “But Teacher, the Jews there tried to kill you with stones. That was only a short time ago. Now 

you want to go back there?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the daylight, he will not stumble 

because he can see by this world’s light. 10 But if anyone walks at night he stumbles because there is no light to help 

him see.” 

11 After Jesus said this, he added, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep. But I am going there to wake him.” 

12 The disciples said, “But Lord, if he can sleep, he will get well.” 

13 Jesus meant that Lazarus was dead. But Jesus’ disciples thought that he meant Lazarus was really sleeping. 14 So 

then Jesus said plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there so that you may believe. 

But let us go to him now.” 

16 Then Thomas (the one called ‘the Twin’) said to the other followers, “Let us go, too. We will die with him.” 

Jesus in Bethany 
17 Jesus arrived in Bethany. There he learned that Lazarus had already been dead and in the tomb for four 

days. 18 Bethany was about two miles from Jerusalem. 19 Many Jews had come there to comfort Martha and Mary 

about their brother. 

20 Martha heard that Jesus was coming, and she went out to meet him. But Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to 

Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you 

anything you ask.” 

23 Jesus said, “Your brother will rise and live again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know that he will rise and live again in the resurrection[a] on the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will have life even if he dies. 26 And he 

who lives and believes in me will never die. Martha, do you believe this?” 

27 Martha answered, “Yes, Lord. I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God. You are the One who was coming to 

the world.” 

Jesus Cries 
28 After Martha said this, she went back to her sister Mary. She talked to Mary alone. Martha said, “The Teacher is 

here and he is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to Jesus. 30 Jesus had not yet 

come into the town. He was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews were with Mary in the house, 
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comforting her. They saw Mary stand and leave quickly. They followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb 

to cry there. 32 But Mary went to the place where Jesus was. When she saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 Jesus saw that Mary was crying and that the Jews who came with her were crying, too. Jesus felt very sad in his 

heart and was deeply troubled. 34 He asked, “Where did you bury him?” 

“Come and see, Lord,” they said. 

35 Jesus cried. 

36 So the Jews said, “See how much he loved him.” 

37 But some of them said, “If Jesus healed the eyes of the blind man, why didn’t he keep Lazarus from dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus 
38 Again Jesus felt very sad in his heart. He came to the tomb. The tomb was a cave with a large stone covering the 

entrance. 39 Jesus said, “Move the stone away.” 

Martha said, “But, Lord, it has been four days since he died, he will smell.” Martha was the sister of the dead man. 

40 Then Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 

41 So they moved the stone away from the entrance. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 

heard me. 42 I know that you always hear me. But I said these things because of the people here around me. I want 

them to believe that you sent me.” 43 After Jesus said this, he cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The 

dead man came out. His hands and feet were wrapped with pieces of cloth, and he had a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take the cloth off of him and let him go.” 

 

 


