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        Friday 20th March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

You will only need to read and respond to this letter if you have carefully read the Government guidance regarding 

maintaining educational provision and have identified yourself as a parent whose work is critical to the COVI-19 

response, who has no option other than to request support from the school to facilitate childcare for your child/children 

at this time. Or you have read the Government guidance and believe your child comes into the vulnerable children 

category and you have no other means of looking after your child/children at this time, other than to request support 

from the school.  

 

I must stress to you now that I am not in a position yet to be able to confirm the support the school will be able to 

provide, including details of:  

 Which staff will be able to offer support 

 Whether the staff will remain consistent 

 Whether the capacity for support will be maintained 

 Whether the school will be able to facilitate support in our own setting 

 Whether the children will be mixed with children from other schools 

 Whether paediatric first aid will be available 

 Whether staff trained to administer medicines will be available 

 Whether children will be looked after by St Mary’s School staff or staff from other schools  

 What provision will be available for school meals 

 

I can however confirm that we will do our best to provide support, but I know that over the coming weeks our capacity 

will reduce as my staff’s own personal circumstances change.   

 

For this reason, I urge you to consider carefully using any provision that the school can offer as a last resort. The 

Government guidance is very clear:  

 

‘And the most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If children can stay 

safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That is why the government has asked parents to 

keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely 

need to attend.’  

 

If you have read all the guidance from the Government, have considered all possible options available to you and have 

come to the conclusion that you have no other option other than to approach the school for support with childcare at this 

time, please complete the attached form giving as much detail as you can and return it to the school office by 9 am on 

Monday 23rd March 2020. You can collect paper copies of the form from the school office, which you can post through 

the letterbox at the school at any time or you can complete the word version of the form electronically and send it back 

to the school office as a PDF. All forms MUST be returned by 9 am Monday 23rd March in order for the school to be 

able to review the needs of the community and plan the support they can offer.  

 

Many thanks for your support at this time and please do not hesitate to contact me via email should you have any 

questions or concerns regarding this matter: lhills@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk     

    

Regards,  

 
Liz Hills 

(Acting Headteacher) 
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