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Notice from the Chair of Governors 

 
Headteacher Recruitment  

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As you all know, sadly Mrs Cowler will be leaving us at the end of this school year 
having found a headteacher role at a larger school near her home in West Sussex.  On 
behalf of the governing body I can now update you on the work we have been doing to 
get started on the recruitment process for Mrs Cowler's replacement. 
 
From the day that Mrs Cowler tendered her resignation, governors have been working 
hard behind the scenes to ensure that we recruit a high quality headteacher as quickly as 
possible.  
 
We have met with the Diocese's and the County's education services and selected a 
panel of governors who will be responsible for interviewing applicants. 
 
The advertising campaign has been rolled out today, we have used a number of online 
platforms both local and national, including TES and Kent Teach as well as the East 
Sussex County Council's own website.  This is to ensure that the advert reaches as 
many potential applicants as possible.  The advert and application pack are also 
available on the school's website: www.stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk/vacancies    
 
The closing date for applications is at the end of April and interviews will be held in 
mid-May. 
 
We will be looking for a headteacher who is an excellent communicator and not only 
dedicated to the learning, development and wellbeing of every child, but who is also 
able to build strong working relationships with our excellent team of staff and lead the 
continued improvement of our school.   
 
Best wishes  
Lorna Buckwell  
Chair of Governors 

Follow us on Twitter@StMarysRCGov 
Governing body for St Mary’s Catholic Primary School in Crowborough. Supporting the 
school community in living it’s mission to pray, learn, love and enjoy. 
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Parent Survey 
We are grateful to all the parents who have 
taken part in Parent View survey about our 
school using the Ofsted style questions.   
Governors, Ian Hartwright, Cormac O'Boyle 
and Lorna Buckwell were able to attend the 
evening learning consultation on Monday to 
meet parents and ask them to take part in the 
survey.  Parents have also had the 
opportunity to do the survey at the 
consultations that have been running 
throughout the rest of the week during the 
school day. 
Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about our school, from 
the quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour.  Ofsted use the 
information you provide when making decisions about which schools to inspect and 
when.  
We are currently collating the information and will report back to you in due course. 

http://www.stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk/
https://twitter.com/StMarysRCGov
https://twitter.com/StMarysRCGov


Friends of St Mary's fundraising 
efforts 
  
Thank You to the Friends of St Mary's! 
Governors would like to thank the Friends of 

St Mary's 
(PTA) for 
their 
tireless 
efforts 
with fundraising. Their hard work last year helped the school with 
various purchases, including new interactive boards in classrooms and 
funds towards a new boiler. They have already held some great events 
this year, including a slime making workshop which was enjoyed by 
lots of the children and they have scheduled more exciting 
events which we know you will give your full support to! 

Cleaning Staff  
 
Governors would also like to thank Mary and Clare our dedicated 
school cleaners for managing an increased workload in the last couple 
of months.  They have recently gone above and beyond working longer 
hours to ensure that the school is kept clean and tidy, maintaining a 
safe and pleasant environment for our children and staff.  We are lucky 
to have them as part of the school team. 

Governor Recruitment 
 
The governors at St Mary's are always thinking about the future and there will be openings on the 
governing body from September as some governors are coming to the end of their four year terms.  We 
would therefore like to ask if have you ever considered becoming a school governor?   
 

It is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. It will give you the chance to make a real difference to 
young people, give something back to your local community and use and develop your skills in a board-
level environment. You will also be joining the largest volunteer force in the country: there are over a 
quarter of a million volunteers governing state funded schools in England. 
 

Our governing body needs to have a balance and diversity of knowledge, skills and experience to enable it 
to be effective. Ofsted has repeatedly noted that the most effective schools demonstrate effective 
leadership and management - including by the governors. 
 

Anyone aged over 18 can be a governor. There is no requirement for you to have an understanding of the 
education system, just the necessary skills, character and time to contribute. There is plenty of training 
available to help you learn about education. Schools needs and benefit from a range of professional 
knowledge on their governing board including education, finance, human resources, legal, marketing and 
public relations, property and estates management, and organisational change. 
 
As a governor or trustee, you will be able to: 
 Use your own experience of education and life beyond school to inform conversations 

 Develop and utilise your skills in a board-level environment 
 Make a valuable contribution to education and your community 

 Support and challenge the school so that it improves for pupils and staff 

 Bring your unique experiences, perspectives and insights in to decision-making in the interests   
of the school community 

 
If you are interested in learning more about becoming a governor at St Mary's, please contact our clerk, 
Angela by email: clerk@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk or speak to one of our current governors when you see 
them in school. 

 ~ Pray ~ Learn ~ Love ~ Enjoy ~ 


