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Celebrate 

MARCH 

13th Skipping workshop-

Children must have PE Kit in 

School 

20th Writing Events Week 

24th Easter Egg Hunt  

24th Mothers Day Sale 

31st Last day of Term  4 

31st Yr 2 Cake Sale @ 

1.00pm 

 

Collection at 1.00pm 
 

APRIL 

w/c 10th Swimming-Easter 

Crash Courses 

18th First Day of Term 5 

19th Easter Story-Year 4 

30th FSM & The Ashdown 

Inter-School Mud Run 

Taken from this week’s Gospel                                                        2ndSunday of Lent Year A 
 

Jesus is transfigured on the mountain in the presence of Peter, James, and 

John.                                                                                 Matthew 17:1-9 

Imperial War Museum  
Last week, Violet Class went up to London to 

visit the Imperial War Museum. The first 

challenge was to navigate London on the 

Underground. Some of the children had never 

been on the Underground before so this turned 

out to be quite an adventure!  

Once there, children had the chance to explore 

the WW1 and 2 exhibits, view art exhibitions 

about the War on Terror and look at Lord 

Ashcroft’s War Heroes, learning all about the 

sacrifices mankind has made for each other 

over the years.  

This was a brilliant trip which enabled the 

children to explore and learn in a variety of 

different ways. All children were extremely 

well-behaved and a credit to St Mary’s School. 

A special thanks goes to Mrs Todd and Mrs 

Baker-Race for supporting us on this visit.  

   Miss Ticehurst 

Dates for Your Diary 
Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners and 

friends are invited to attend. 

Skip to be fit 
In order to encourage Daily Exer-

cise and Healthy Eating for life, 

we have organised for a fun skip-

ping workshops for each class on 

Monday 13th March. This will be 

paid for, from a Health Grant 

which schools 

have been 

awarded.  

Please ensure 

all children 

have PE kit 

including foot-

wear in school. 

 

Congratulations to: 

Value Awards 

Collaborative Learners 
Lawrence, Joseph, 

Zach, James K 

Independent Learners 
Austin L, Ellie S, 

Zachary D, Lily M, 

Charlotte 

Creative Learners 
Freya, Luca B 

Reflective Learners 
Charilie W, Isabelle H 

Resilient Learners 
Dolari M, Alexander, 

Dillon, River B, 

Awards outside School 

Layla-Swimming 

Other Awards 

Jamie B, Erin D, 

Matilda, amelie, 

Gabrielle-Marie 

 

A�endance : 

Red Class YR: 89%      

Orange Class Y1: 94.7%

Yellow Class Y2: 93.0% 

Green Class Y3: 99.1%    

Blue Class Y4: 96.7% 

Indigo Class Y5: 98.4%   

Violet Class Y6: 96%  

Well Done 

Class 3 

The children 

found it fasci-

nating and took 

it very  

seriously. 

Yzabel Cruz 

Year 6 loved 

Lord Ashcroft’s 

heroes and they 

were very well-

behaved. 

Adam Chatfield 



Our main learning focus this year is English. Each week a different word or sentence game 

will appear in the newsletter. Why not try them out at home? This week’s game is all about… 

 

Could we just remind parents to state a reason for absence when leaving a 

message on the answer machine in the morning.  

We have to be specific when we record an absence.  

Thank you. 

No Voice Goes Unheard 
On Friday, Violet and Indigo  Class were treated to an amazing  and informative Holocaust Workshop by the 

charity, OperCoast. The day began with an input on how the Holocaust began and what happened to the Jew-

ish people in occupied Europe. The children then learnt about the plight of children in the Jewish ghettos 

through the eyes of Pavel Friedmann (a child in the Terezin ghetto of Czechoslovakia).  The children learnt 

about the poetry of Friedmann and even wrote their own. 

The day was made complete by a performance of the finale of the ‘Brundibar’ children’s opera. Children 

then performed what they had learnt to parents. The workshop was an accessible way for primary children to 

learn about the Holocaust and they showed great empathy in the poetry that they had written.  The children 

impressed our visitors with their enthusiasm, knowledge and ability to learn music quickly. Well done Violet 

and Indigo Class; you represented St Mary’s very well!  

She is here 

She is here,  

Here with me. 

She may not be right in front of me, 

But she’s here. 

Here in my heart. 

In all of this shadow and darkness,  

Her colours shine brighter than anything in 

here could. 

Although,  

I feel her  fading,  

Fading away as the shadow of the ghetto takes over. 

But… 

She is  here… 

Luca Brand 

…verbs. Verbs are doing words 

that show what someone or 

something is, has or does. For 

example, It is hot today. He has 

a dog. She walked to school. 

Make the Verbs Work 

  

Why not create a verb poster! 

Take a common verb such as 

said and write it in the middle of 

the poster. Have a go at coming 

up with verbs that you can use 

instead. Consider different 

shades of meaning such as: quiet 

alternatives, sad alternatives, 

loud alternatives, everyday alter-

natives, happy alternatives, ques-

tions and replies. 

  

 



Thank you to all the children 

and parents that have brought in 

the sweet cones. We will be 

collecting them in the office 

until the Easter Holidays.  

We are collecting  

Sainsbury's Active Kids 

Vouchers, there is a box in 

the reception area for col-

lecting them. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS TO BE 

CHECKED ON TIMES TABLES BEFORE ENTERING 

SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Eleven-year-olds will be checked on their times tables knowledge along with mandatory SATs tests from 

spring 2019. 

 

Children in England will be made to sit a test to check they can pass their times tables before leaving 

primary school, the Government has announced. Schools Minister Nick Gibb said multiplication was a 

“very important” part of a child’s mathematical knowledge, and confirmed the move would take place 

from 2019. The plan was first proposed under the Conservatives’ election manifesto and announced by 

former Education Secretary Nicky Morgan in January 2016. It was put on hold, however, when Justine 

Greening took over the role, announcing there would be no new national assessments introduced before 

the 2018-2019 academic year. Appearing before the House of Commons Education Select Committee, 

Mr Gibb confirmed the times table check would now go ahead. He said: “I think it is an issue of policy. 

It is my view that there should be a multiplication check.” “It was in our manifesto in 2015. We think 

times tables are a very important part of mathematical knowledge.” “If a child was trying to perform 

long multiplication or long division they needed to know their times tables,” he added. “It's why it was 

in our manifesto, it's why we are introducing a multiplication check in 2018-19.” The check will be tak-

en by Year 6 pupils in the spring of 2019 - the cohort currently in Year 4 - alongside national SATs 

tests. 

 

If all children at St Mary’s were  

practising their times tables every day 

it would make a huge difference to 

their achievement in maths. 

The three KS2 maths SATs papers 

they sit already test children’s 

knowledge of multiplication and 

division facts. 

Please remember to 

check and top up your 

ParentPay account on a 

regular basis.  

Thank you 


