
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year R Autumn term topic 1 FAMILY – Myself  

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth  

EXPLORE -  Develop 
understanding of first and 
family names. 

I can talk about how I feel about being 
called by my name. 

 

LF1 –  God knows and loves 
each one.  God knows each 
person’s name. 

I can talk about how I feel about being 
called by my name.  
 

 

LF2 –  God knows and loves 
each person. 

I can talk about God who knows and 
loves each person.   

 

 

Autumn term topic 2  BELONGING –  

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth 
EXPLORE – Celebration of 
welcome into school, class or 
other setting. 

I can talk about how I feel about starting 

school. 

I can talk about how I was welcomed into 

school 

LF1 – How we welcome 
people into a family. 

I can talk about how we welcome people 

into our family 

I can talk about my own experience of 

welcoming a new person into our family 

LF2 – How we welcome 
people into God’s family 

I can talk about how people are welcomed 

into God’s family. 

I can talk about how people are welcomed into 

God’s family. 
I can recognise the priest as a key person in the 

church.  

LF3 – How we welcome 
people into God’s family 

I can talk about how we welcome people 

into God’s family 

I can talk about how we welcome people into 

God’s family. 
I can recognise the priest as a key person in the 

church. 

LF4 – Signs and symbols of a 
Baptism 

I can recognise some of the signs and 

symbols of baptism 

I can recognise some of the signs and symbols 

of baptism. 
I can say what I wonder about Baptism 

LF5 –  Signs and symbols of a 
Baptism 

I can recognise some of the signs and 

symbols of baptism 

I can recognise some of the signs and symbols 

of baptism. 
I can say what I wonder about Baptism 

LF6 –  I have Godparents I can talk about godparents as key people 

in our Baptism. 

I can begin to recognise godparents as key 

people in our Baptism. 
 

Autumn term topic 3  LOVING – Birthdays 

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth 
EXPLORE – What a birthday 
is; waiting for a birthday. 

I can talk about how I feel when I am 

waiting for / celebrating a birthday.  

I can role play a birthday celebration. 

 

I can talk about how I feel about a past birthday 

event. 

LF1 –  Advent I can talk about the symbol of the advent 

wreath.  
I can represent my ideas about the Advent 

Wreath, using art materials. 
 

 

LF2 – Christmas is Jesus’ 
birthday 

I can talk about Christmas as Jesus’ 
birthday. I can talk about how we 

celebrate Christmas 

I can recognise and name key people in the 

history of the people of God 

LF3 – Know about Mary : The 
Hail Mary 

I can talk about Mary as a key person of 
the People of God 

I can recognise who Mary is, in different 

paintings. 

LF4 – The Nativity Story LO:  I can role play and talk about the 

story of the nativity 

LO:  I can say what I wonder about the story of 

the nativity (guided) 

LF5 – Revisit The Nativity 
Story 

I can listen to the story of the Nativity 
I can talk about key figures in the story 
I can begin to write sentences about the 

Nativity. 

 

LF6 – Feelings About Waiting 
and Excitement 

LO: I can talk about my feelings as I wait 

for Christmas 
 



 

 

Year R Spring term topic 1 COMMUNITY – Celebrating  

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth  

EXPLORE – Discover what a 
celebration is, the elements of 
celebration and how people 
celebrate. 

I can talk confidently about a Christmas 

celebration.  
I can express myself clearly. 
I can tell others my ideas 

 

LF1 – What the parish family 

celebrates 

I can begin to write a sentence about a 

celebration I have been to in church. 
I can begin to write a sentence about a 
celebration I have been to in church. 
I can say how it made me feel 

LF2 – What the parish family 

celebrates- weddings 

I can represent my own ideas about the 

story of the wedding at Cana (.through any 
medium). 

I can begin to retell the story of the wedding at 

Cana. 

LF3 – Visit the Parish Church I can talk about church traditions. 
I can talk about my own experiences of 

going to church 
I can talk about symbols used in worship. 

I can talk about church traditions. 
I can talk about my own experiences of going to 

church 
I can talk about symbols used in worship. 
I can say what I wonder about the church. 

LF4 – When we go to mass as 

a school 

I can talk about my own experiences of 

going to church 
With help, I can say something I wonder 
about 

I can recognise that people behave in a certain 

way when they go to church 

LF5 – The Presentation story. I can develop my own story of Jesus at 

the Temple 
I can give my attention to what my friends 
are saying. 

I can begin to retell the story of Jesus at the 

temple. 

 

Spring term topic 2  COMMUNION – Gathering 

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth 
EXPLORE – To know about 
things we do together 

I can talk about my ideas about other 

children enjoying different things. 
I can say what things matter to me when doing 
things with others. 

LF1 – Say what I wonder 
about in the church 

With support, I can begin to say what I 
wonder about in the church. 

I can say what I wonder about the church 

LF2 – The Parish Family 
Gathers Together for Sunday 
Mass. 

I can talk about church and how people 

come together in church. I can talk about 
hymns I like to sing. 

I can recognise that people act in a particular 

way - that people sing in church when they get 
together; they say special words. 

LF3 – What do the children 
who are altar servers do? 

I can talk about church and what the altar 

servers do in the church community. 

I can recognise that people act in a particular 

way -  that the altar servers do a special job in 
church. 
I can recognise key people in the local church. 

LF4 – The Joy of Gathering to 

Listen to God’s Word 

I can listen to the story of Jesus and the 

children 
I can express myself effectively and show 
awareness of listeners’ needs 

I can begin to retell the story of Jesus and the 

children. 

LF5 – What happens when 
people take communion 

I can talk about and role play people 

receiving communion at church. 

I can recognise that people take communion 

because they believe it is Jesus.  
I can begin to write simple sentences about 
people taking communion. 

 

Spring term topic 3  GIVING – Growing 

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth 
EXPLORE – Recognise 
growth in nature and discover 
the ways in which things 
grow. 

I can begin to say what I wonder about 

the way things grow. 

I can say what I wonder about the way things 

grow. 
 
 

LF1 – Learn about Lent: a time 
to grow more like Jesus. 

I can listen to the bible story about Jesus  
I can talk about and role-play what Jesus 

is like 

I can begin to recognise what Jesus is like. 

LF2 – Learn about Lent: a time 
to grow more like Jesus. 

I can talk about how I can be more like 

Jesus. 

I can recognise how I can be more like Jesus.  

LF3 – Palm Sunday I can listen to and talk about the story of 

Palm Sunday. 

I can begin to retell the story of Palm Sunday. 

LF4 – Good Friday I can listen to the story of Good Friday  
I can begin to write sentences about the 

story of Good Friday. 

I can recognise the story of Good Friday  
I can begin to retell the story of Good Friday. 

LF5 – Celebrating Easter. I can listen to and talk about the story of 

Easter Sunday. 
I can begin to write sentences about the 

Easter Sunday Story 

I can recognise the Easter story 
I can begin to retell the story of Easter Sunday. 



 

 

 

 

Year R Summer term topic 1 SERVING – Good News  

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth  

EXPLORE – That everyone 
has good news to tell 

I can talk about how I have felt when I 
received some good news. 

I can talk about how I have felt when I 
received some good news. 
I can talk about how I acted when I 
received the good news. 

LF1 – The coming of the 
Holy Spirit 

I can talk about what happened on 
Pentecost Day and how strong the 
wind was. 

 

LF2 – The coming of the 
Holy Spirit 

I can talk about what happened on 
Pentecost Day. 

 I can begin to retell the bible story about 
what happened on Pentecost Day. 

LF3 – Pentecost: The 
celebration of the Good 
News of Jesus. 

I can share the story of Pentecost, that 
I have heard, with others. 

I can recognise the story of Pentecost and 
use some religious words. 

LF4 – Pentecost: The 
celebration of the Good 
News of Jesus. 

I can talk about how we celebrate the 
good news of Jesus.  
 

 

LF5 – Pentecost: The 
celebration of the Good 
News of Jesus. 

I can recognise the Pentecost story as 
a religious story. 
 

I recognise and retell the Pentecost story 
as a religious story. 
 

 

Summer term topic 2  FORGIVENESS – Friends 

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth 

EXPLORE – Making friends 
and being a friend. 

I can talk about what makes a good 
friend. 

 

LF1 – Friendships can go 
wrong. 

I can talk about how friendships can 
go wrong and how that makes me feel. 

 

LF2 –.Jesus had friends, 
we can be friends of Jesus. 

I can talk about Jesus’ friend and say 
how we can be friends of Jesus.  

I can recognise that Jesus had friends and 
talk about how we can be friends of Jesus. 

LF3 –  Jesus’ rule for 
friends 

I can talk about Jesus’ rule for friends. I can recognise Jesus’ rule for friends. 

LF4 – When I have not 

been a good friend 

I can talk about when something 
spoils a friendship. 

I can talk about when I have not been a 
friend to someone and say how we made 
up. 

LF5 – Saying Sorry I can talk about how important it is to 
say sorry. 

I can talk about how I feel about saying 
sorry. 
 

 

Summer term topic 3  OUR WORLD – Our World 

Learning Focus Expected  Greater Depth 

EXPLORE – What we love 
and wonder about our world. 

I can talk about how I feel about our 
world. 

I can say what I wonder about our world. 

L1 – Everyone shares in 
God’s world. 

I can listen to the Creation Story and 
talk about what in the world I am 
thankful for.  

I can recognise the Creation Story. 

L2 – Praising God for our 
Wonderful World. 

I can talk about how I will look after 
the world. 

 

L3 – Looking after the 
world: saving water 

I can talk about how I will try to save 
water. 

 


