
Value Awards 

Collaborative Learners 

Emilia B, George S 

Responsible Learners 

Philip C, Alfie B 

Independent Learners 

Rainkin L, Andrew J, 

Daisy L 

Creative Learners 

Christian K, Nathan B, 

Samuel B, Andrew A, 

Jonny M, Jazmine G 

Reflective Learners 

Zac N, Jack C 

Resilient Learners 

Chris H 

Reading Challenge 

Jacob W 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
 

Term 3  Week 6 February 9th 2018 

~ Pray ~ Learn ~ Love ~ Enjoy ~ 

Celebrate 

 

February 

School Holidays   

10th—18th  

19th  First day of Term 4 

21st Year 4 Sealife Trip 

21st SATS meeting for Year 

6 parents PI 

23rd Lenten Mass 10am PI 

23rd Year 2 Assembly PI 

Taken from this week’s Gospel                          6th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year B 
 

Mark 1:40-45 

Jesus cures a person with leprosy, who reports his cure to everyone.  

St Mary’s Science Week 

Dates for Your Diary 
Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners 

and friends are invited to attend. 

Attendance : 

Red Class YR: 98.0%      

Orange Class Y1: 99.0%

Yellow Class Y2: 96.7% 

Green Class Y3: 98.1%    

Blue Class Y4: 96.3% 

Indigo Class Y5: 100.%   

Violet Class Y6: 96.1%  

 

Well Done 

Indigo Class! 

Fizz Pop Science 

 

On Tuesday, St Mary’s received a visit from the Fizz Pop Science 

company. Throughout the day, children were treated to experiments 

and demonstrations, such as watching how air cannons work, under-

standing ph levels in water, how chemical reactions take place and 

many more. All children were very engaged and staff commented on 

how great it was to hear the children using so much scientific vocabu-

lary! 

Thanks to the parents that have paid for this brilliant experience and 

reminder to those who haven’t yet to please drop your money into 

school – it’s not too late! 

Wellness Celebration 

 

On Wednesday, Violet Class invited parents to come into the school 

and listen to the children present information that they have learnt 

about the heart and the circulatory system. Children then demonstrat-

ed examples of what they have learned in gymnastics and invited par-

ents to try healthy snacks that they had cooked up earlier in the week. 

It is important that children are given the opportunity to organise their 

own learning to ensure that they develop independence and maturity. 

I am proud of Violet Class for creating their own presentations, lead-

ing their own learning and generally approaching our wellness cele-

bration with maturity and aplomb. 

Many parents commented on how confident and independent the chil-

dren appeared. Thank you to the parents who were able to attend: 

your visit was very meaningful for all of the class’ learning. 

Disgusting  

Dissections! 

 

 

Violet Class took part in a heart dissection on Wednesday this week. 

Having learnt all about the different parts and functions of the heart, it 

was extremely valuable for them to experience the real life structure 

and appearance of the different chambers and valves. The children 

were able to name and identify many different parts of the heart and 

asked intelligent questions! 

Science Week 

 

Science Week has been a brilliant success and the staff and children 

have put science at the heart of the learning this week! Red Class 

have been making keen observations about melting and have been 

practising using their scientific language; Orange Class have been 

thinking about the parts of our body and looking at how we classify 

different species of animal; Yellow Class have been thinking about 

how to keep healthy from our heads to our toes; Green Class have 

been investigating light and thinking about what makes a material 

transparent or opaque; Blue Class have been exploring the effects of 

different drinks on our teeth; Indigo Class have been experimenting 

with parachutes to understand more about air resistance and gravity 

and Violet Class have been learning about a healthy heart. 

There have been so many brilliant activities going on and this will 

culminate with our Science Fair on Friday, where children will get to 

see the brilliant exhibits some of the parents and pupils have been 

busy creating at home. Well done St Mary’s on a brilliant Science 

Week! 



 

 

Each week a different word or sentence activity will appear in the newsletter. Why not try them out at home? This week’s 

activity is all about… 

E Safety Parent tip of the week 

During school holidays, we see an increase in online bullying. The effects of which can be difficult to spot 

until it is too late. It can be a challenge to talk to children about what they do online and their friendships. Re-

member monitoring their safety online is more important than their privacy. 

Open a conversation and ask your child to talk to you about what they do online and look at the apps and 

games they are socialising on and how children use the online world.  

Alert of the week – Online Bullying using Social Media 

Any app or online platform that enables social contact can support online bullying. As well as the big four social media apps 

(Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram and WhatsApp) there are other similar apps to be aware of. Yik Yak, Askfm, Kik Messenger, 

Voxer, Poke, Vine, Whisper, Tumblr, Shots of Me and more. 

Don't forget online gaming platforms like Xbox Live, PlayStation Live and Steam. To get a good idea of the risks take 10 minutes 

to read the reviews or experience these apps for yourself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It has been brought to our attention that there are issues 
with the app called Roblox which many children are signed 
up to and through which they play games.  The context of the 
app is similar to that of Minecraft, whereby the gamer will 
explore a virtual world. However, there is inappropriate con-
tent within the application whereby by gamers will see naked 
characters in compromising positions and could be sent pri-
vate messages by unknown people. 
 We hold your child's safety in the highest priority. With this 
in mind, that we would urge you to check their devices and 
remove the application.  The school security system on lap-
tops has a 'school setting', that blocks the use and download-
ing of this application when students are at school.  
We are also aware of some reports in which accounts have 
been hacked and money taken from accounts linked to the 
software. 
 This application has been heavily marketed across the coun-
try to children aged between 8-12 years old. However, if you 
are aware that older children are using this application, then 
please do contact me. I have attached a link to some advice 
to parents regarding this application.  
 https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-news/
parents-warned-against-online-gaming-app-roblox 

 

MYMATHS – SO MUCH MORE 

Over the half term break your children might 

have been set some home learning to complete 

on the MyMaths website. However, there are lots 

more opportunities available for your children to 

use this site to support their learning. The site 

contains lots of excellent, interactive maths 

games to help the children to develop their 

knowledge, skills and understanding across the 

mathematics curriculum. There are also booster 

packs available which provide opportunities for 

children to complete additional practice in key 

areas of the maths curriculum related to their 

year group. Please ensure your children know to 

access the National Curriculum for England sec-

tion of the MyMaths website through the link on 

the left hand side of the home page (it will be 

shown as Classic MyMaths). So why not ensure 

that at least some of the time your children spend 

on their computers, laptops, tablets, phones is put 

to good use over the coming week by getting the 

children to have a go at something on the 

MyMaths website – you never know your chil-

dren might get hooked on trying to identify exact 

angles or matching pairs of fractions rather than 

watching people make fools of themselves on 

YouTube or killing zombies!!! 

…verbs. Verbs are doing or being 

words that show what someone 

or something is, has or does. For 

example, It is hot today. He has a 

dog. She walked to school. 

  

As you share a book, take note of any irregu-

lar verbs (such as I went, I ran, I did etc). 

Create a poster of these as they crop up and 

discuss how these do not follow the regular 

pattern. 

 

https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-news/parents-warned-against-online-gaming-app-roblox
https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-news/parents-warned-against-online-gaming-app-roblox


  

 

READING 
Reading is without a doubt one of the most important skills children (or indeed anyone) must master in 

order to succeed – to succeed in school and to succeed in life. Almost everything we do involves reading 

in some form, from cooking a meal to driving a car, but it is also one of the best practices to stimulate 

intellectual development in children. Therefore, spending time supporting your children in the develop-

ment of their reading skills, hearing them read, reading with them and to them and encouraging them to 

read is a fantastic use of your time and will benefit them throughout their lives and …… 

Reading expands a child’s vocabulary. 

The act of reading works as an exercise to improve reading fluency and comprehension. 

You can’t comprehend what you can’t read. 

Early reading skills directly relates to a child’s future academic success. 

The more you read, the better you are at it. This is a simple fact. 

Reading early helps build independence and self-confidence. 

It opens up a whole new world of understanding and comprehension of the world around the child 

when the child is able to read. 

It helps children make more sense of the world around them. 

For safety! Early reading allows children to read and understand important labels and warning signs 

– such a “poison”, “stop”, “beware of dogs”, “danger”, and so on…. 

It increases knowledge. The more you read, the more you know.  

It takes you to places you’ve never been before and it enhances your imagination.  

You learn about things, places, history, science, ideas, and so much more that you otherwise would 

not know about. 

Reading is a form of entertainment! It can be very relaxing and can help to support good mental 

health. 

Reading makes your children smarter – literally!  

Reading with and to your children is one of the most rewarding bonding times for a family.  

Reading is free! Go and join the library this holiday and borrow some books to read. 

Reading more helps children to develop and improve their writing skills. 

It teaches you about grammar, sentence structures and enhances your communication skills.  

Books broaden your outlook and your horizons. 

Developing a love of reading in your child is a life-long gift! 

 

If your children need help finding a great book to read this holiday check out some of the books on the 

lists at the following links: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/100-best-books/ 

https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/childrens 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/childrens-books/100-best-childrens-books-of-all-time/ 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/gr8/Books-for-Boys.html 

 

READ TO SUCCEED 
 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/100-best-books/
https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/childrens
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/childrens-books/100-best-childrens-books-of-all-time/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/gr8/Books-for-Boys.html

