
Tuesday 28th April 2020 Year 4’s Home Learning Tasks

English Main Body of Text

Yesterday, you created your introduction.

Today, I want us to focus on the main body of the text. This is where we clearly explain 
each part of the plant to our reader. We will section off our writing using subheadings. 
Subheadings will help us to group our information together and it will make it easier for our 
reader to navigate our text. 

When you start to describe a new part of the plant, you should introduce it with a 
subheading and a new paragraph.

Let us look at how we should structure our paragraphs.  

Writing a paragraph is a bit like making a sandwich or
a burger – The bread is your opening and closing 
sentence where you introduce the topic of the paragraph
and the closing sentence where you summarise the main
idea in the paragraph. These help to keep your paragraph 
(sandwich/burger) together. Then you need the filling of
the sandwich/burger – this is your detail, your description, facts and figures.

1) Introduce the paragraph.
2) Give detail about the subject – facts, description, technical language, conjunctions.
3) Summarise the main point of the paragraph.

Then move onto the next paragraph.



English Main Body of Text

1) Introduce the paragraph.
2) Give detail about the subject.
3) Summarise the main point of the paragraph.

Here is my go at creating one of my 
paragraphs:

The Stem
The stem of the Big Undoing is possibly it most dangerous feature. Notably, the stem 
is famous for the fast transportation of water and nutrients to the triangular shaped 
leaves where they are used to make the plant’s food. As a result of the rich nutrients 
being transported within the stem, its colour is usually a very dark green. The stem is 
not edible and is regarded as one of the most poisonous plant parts in the world. If a 
person or animal was to eat this stem, they would swell up like a balloon and their 
skin would turn a greenish yellow colour. Without medical treatment within 10 minutes 
of digesting the stem, the person might burst. Sharp thorns 4 cm long decorate the 
stem, these can shoot off at a speed of 50mph and cause instant death to those they 
hit. Botanists warn unsuspecting victims to approach the incredibly dangerous stem 
with trepidation.                          

Task – Today, have a go at writing your main body of the text. Use the ideas from 
your plan to help you.                              



Maths Measurement

Perimeter is the measurement around the sides of a shape. If you 
think about a field, the perimeter would be the fence around the 
field.

Yesterday, you used a ruler to measure around 2D shapes on paper. 

Today, I want you to use a tape measure to measure around the 
face of a 3D shape. 

* Please ask your parent or carer for a tape measure and please be careful with it*

Task
Find different shapes around your home and measure the perimeter of the shape. 

For example, could you measure:
The rectangular face of a door.
The rectangular face of a window (please make sure the window is closed and safe).
The top of a table – it might have a rectangular face or a square face.
A book, a cereal box, a mirror, the seat on a chair, your computer screen...

Remember, you are measuring one side of the object – imagine it is a 2D shape. 

Extension Try and estimate the perimeter before you measure it. 



Maths Measurement

https://www.thenational.academy/year-4/maths/area-and-perimeter-year-4-wk1-1/

I wanted to share this website with you. It is an online school called The Oak National 
Academy! Teachers have uploaded videos explaining different topics. There is a very useful 
page on perimeter and area which we will be looking at this week. 

Click on the buttons here to 
move to the next activities. 

The videos will take you 
through a series of tasks. 

If you do not have access to 
a computer now to watch 
this – do not worry – have a 
look at the next page…

https://www.thenational.academy/year-4/maths/area-and-perimeter-year-4-wk1-1/


Science Classification Keys

A key is a set of questions about the characteristics of living things. You can
use a key to identify a living thing or decide which group it belongs to by 
answering the questions. There is a nice explanation on this website:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxjj6sg/articles/z9cbcwx

Let’s have a go at this key. 
Choose a minibeast from the 
left hand side and start at 
the top of the key. 

You will answer the first 
question and will then be 
asked another question and 
again the answer is either 
yes or no. 
This will continue until you 
end at a box and that is 
where your chosen minibeast 
would be placed.

So I have chosen the butterfly. 
Does it have legs? Yes. 
Does it have wings? Yes. 
Can it sting you? No. 
So the butterfly would be placed in the 2nd box. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxjj6sg/articles/z9cbcwx


Science Classification Keys

Task

Today, I want you to go outside and go on a minibeast hunt!

If you have a garden, try and find a muddy area or a compost heap would be good! Please 
always wash your hands after an activity like this and check with your parents that going 
near the compost area would be safe. Please check that you are allowed to dig around! 

If you do not have an outdoor area, you can choose to leave this activity until you are 
next outdoors (perhaps in a woodland area) or you can research the invertebrates online. 

Go outdoors to a safe place 
and look for invertebrates. When 
you find one, use the 
classification key to identify it. 
You may already know what it 
is, so you could test if the key 
works!

You can then make a sketch of 
the invertebrate. 



Mindfulness Mindfulness Glitter Jar

You could make a mindfulness glitter jar. Use a transparent jar, fill 
it ¾ of the way with warm water, add clear glue (like PVA glue) and
glitter. Stir it well and then fill to the top with warm water. It is 
best if you can glue to top on to prevent spills. 

Give it a good shake, imagine that the glitter is your thoughts when
you feel stressed, mad or upset. See how it whirls and swirls around and it is hard to see 
through it clearly. That is why it is easy to make the wrong decisions when you are upset because 
you are not thinking clearly. This is normal and it happens to all of us, yep grown ups too! 

Now watch what happens when you are still for a couple of minutes. Keep watching. See how the 
glitter starts to settle and the water clears? Your mind works the same way. When you are calm 
for a little while, your thoughts start to settle and you start to see things much clearer. Deep 
breaths during this calming process can help us to settle when we feel a lot of emotions. 

When you feel worried, stressed or angry; take your glitter jar and try to find a quiet space. 
Shake your emotions into the jar, get all of those emotions out. Then sit still, breathe and just 
focus on the glitter. Feel your body calming. Wait until all of the glitter settles. 

P.E.
Workout
Kidfit with Phil. This is on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/220830545665814/learning_content/
Please check with a parent/ carer that you are allowed to access Facebook.

Dance
Oti Mabuse is organising daily dance classes. You will find the videos on her You Tube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC58aowNEXHHnflR_5YTtP4g
Please check with a parent/ carer that you are allowed to access You Tube.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/220830545665814/learning_content/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC58aowNEXHHnflR_5YTtP4g


Reading

Epic
Have you checked out Epic?
There are so many fantastic books on Epic. You can choose many books to be 
read to you – so you could find a quiet space in your home and have a book 
read to you. There are other books which you can read along with the computer.
Also you can read many books all by yourself.

Audible
Audible has released lots of free stories for as long as schools are closed. 
Click on the link below to access many free audiobooks.
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen

Bug Club 
Also check out the fantastic books on Bug Club!

Word of the Week

a feeling of fear or anxiety about something that may happen

Are you reading for at least 20 minutes a day?

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen

