
Congratulations to: 
 

Shape Up Week 
Daniel D, Holly K, Mason 

H, Shannon H, Cameron 

B, Austin L, Billy W, 

William O, Mickaela D, 

Aoife B, Gabrielle-Marie 

H, Leo C, Luca B, 

Gabriel M, Michael M, 

Anjana S. 

 

Reading Challenge 
Cameron K, Holly K, 

Gabriel M, John B, 

Charles H, Matty Z, Will 

Y, Sean V, Tom H, 

Shannon H, Rachael-May 

C, Kitty S, Ben B, Annie 

M, Milly T, Jolie M. 

 

Mathematics 

Certificates 

Year 4-Symmetry Co-

ordinates. 

YR-Billy W 

Yr1-Mikaela & Aoife 

Yr2 Leo & Gabrielle-

Marie 

Yr3-Anjana & Michael 

Yr4 Austin & Cameron 

Yr5 Luca, Mason & 

Daniel 

Yr6 Gabriel, Shannon 

& Holly 
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A�endance : 

Recep�on: 87.6% 

Year 1: 88.0%    

Year 2: 97.3% 

Year 3: 100%    

Year 4: 86.6% 

Year 5: 88.4%    

Year 6: 87.2%  

 

Well Done 3! 

100% 

Celebrate 

APRIL 

26th Dance Show 

Rehearsal at Beacon @ 

1pm 

27th Dance Show 

Rehearsal after school 

3:15-4:00pm 

29th Yr 6 Cake Sale 

29th Beacon Dance 

Show 

MAY 
5th 2nd Hand Uniform 

Sale 

13th Reception Class 

Cake Sale 

14th Nursery School 

Sponsored event 

16th Class Photographs 

20th Shine Day-details 

will follow 

27th Last day of Term 5 

(3.15 collection) 

JUNE 

6th First day Term 6 

Dates for Your Diary 
Remember: PI shows parents, carers, 

parishioners and friends are invited to attend. 

HEVER CASTLE TRIP - YEAR 5 
Year 5 visited Hever Castle on Friday as 

part of their Tudor topic, ‘Off With Her 

Head.’ We learnt all about Anne Boleyn 

and her marriage to King Henry VIII in 

our private tour of the castle and the chil-

dren asked very intelligent questions. All 

of the adults were very impressed!  

Despite the wet weather, we then had a 

fabulous time exploring the castle 

grounds; getting lost in the Yew tree 

maze, wet in the water maze, having 

lunch by the Loggia and exploring the 

miniature houses.  

We got a real insight into Tudor life and 

how the royalty lived. Thank you to all of 

the staff and parents who helped on our 

trip and well done to the children for their 

impeccable behaviour! Miss Ticehurst 

 

Taken from this week’s Gospel                 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
You must love one another just as I have loved you.  

John  13:31-33a, 34-35 

ASHDOWN FOREST RIVER TRIP-YEAR 3 

Wednesday 20th April 2016—Year 3 trip to the Ashdown Forest 

On Wednesday Year 3 headed off to the Ashdown Forest in their wellies to explore the 

rivers and landscape. 

We were able to find the source of the stream where the spring bubbled out of the 

ground. We followed the stream noting its meanders and tributaries and measured how 

it changed in depth and width. We were also able to measure the flow of the river by 

floating an orange down it and timing it. 

As part of the day we walked up an old river bed to the top of the hill and looked back 

out at the beautiful forest and North Downs in the distance. 

We sat in a stone age house and tried out a heather bed as a reminder of our topic last 

term. 

It was a fan-

tastic day in 

the sun and we 

learned so 

much.  



LEGO CLUBLEGO CLUBLEGO CLUBLEGO CLUB    

We are hoping to start a Lego Club, which will be run by parents. We are grateful for their time and energy to 

organise this club. Obviously we need Lego to start the club, any donations of Lego would be much appreciated.  

SWIMMING 

Swimming has start-

ed this week. Thank 

you to all the parents 

who have sent in their contributions 

already.  The cost for swimming is 

£10 per term for each child Please 

send your money in asap thank you, 

in a named envelope. 

 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS 

We are still awaiting information with regard to the 
after-school clubs, sports clubs are set, but the other 
clubs have still to be arranged. Letters will go out as 
soon as possible. Thank you. 

 
ADDING COLOUR 

 

Over the course of this academic year the St Mary’s staff have been working hard in lots of different 

ways to ensure better consistency and coherence throughout the school. As part of this work it was de-

cided to name all the classes in the school. We believe that each year group provides unique opportuni-

ties and experiences for every child and that as the children move through the school they develop a 

range of different knowledge, skills and understanding which helps to make them a colourful person, 

like a rainbow. For this reason the colours of the rainbow have been chosen as the names for the differ-

ent year groups. The colour for each year group is as follows: 

Reception – Red Class 

Year One – Orange Class 

Year Two – Yellow Class 

Year Three – Green Class 

Year Four – Blue Class 

Year Five – Indigo Class 

Year Six – Violet Class 

The additional rooms in the school have also been re-named as follows: 

The room by Year Two – Bronze Room 

The room by the staff room – Silver Room 

The new classroom by Year Six – Gold Room 

We Want Your Views! 

The vast majority of parents and carers have now attended learning consultations with teachers, your chance to dis-

cover how your child is doing at school and in what ways you can help.  I hope most of you have now also visited 

our website where you can find out what your child is learning at school along with lots of other information. 

Can we please ask you now to take a few minutes to complete the Parent View questionnaire for St Mary's on the 

Ofsted website. It's important to our staff and governors that we get a good overview of parents' thoughts about our 

school and with a visit from Ofsted creeping ever closer, this is one of the sites they will look at before arriving in 

school.   Simply: 

• Log on to www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

• Click on "Give Your Views" 

• You need to register on the site but it's quick and easy 

• The best way to search for the school is to use the Unique Reference Number of 114566 or the post 

code TN6 2LB 

• Complete the survey with the 12 quick multiple choice tick-boxes 

Many thanks for your support! 

LOST PROPERTY 
Thank you to the parents who have braved it and looked through the lost proper-

ty bin last week. We still have a lot of unidentifiable items. If you are missing 

anything, be brave…. and come and have a look. Good Luck! 



 
Parents and Carers – We are so proud of you! 

Thank you to the overwhelming number of parents and carers who attended the last 

Pupil/Parent/Teacher Consultation meetings in March. The teachers were so im-

pressed by the attendance levels at these meetings and overwhelmed with the enthu-

siasm and interest shown by so many of our fantastic parents and carers in their chil-

dren’s education, progress and achievement. Of the 199 children at our school, 195 

parents/carers engaged in consultation meetings with teachers. This is a fantastic 

response to the opportunity to become actively involved in the children’s education. 

The benefits of being a VIP (Very Involved Parent/Carer) are numerous but to find 

out a little bit more about why your attendance at these meetings means so much to 

the staff at St Mary’s School please check out the information at the following link: 

http://www.schoolfamily.com/school-family-articles/article/754-5-reasons-to-get-

involved . Once again thank you for your support and we hope to see many of you 

getting involved again at the Maths and Computing Open Morning on  

Tuesday 24th May. 

SHAPE UP WEEK 

This week maths has been all about shapes and the whole school has been very busy consoli-
dating and developing their knowledge and understanding of the world of shapes. The children 
have been: learning to understand and speak the language of shape; developing their 
knowledge of the properties of shapes; creating, drawing, building and measuring shapes; ex-
ploring and investigating shapes; solving problems and puzzles about shapes; and lots, lots 
more. They have been working creatively in and around the school, using a hands on approach 
to their learning. Well done everyone for all your hard work and achievements this week and for 
your fantastic learning. 
A special well done goes to all the children who have been awarded special mathematics certifi-
cates for their achievements in Shape Up Week, see Celebrate section. 
 
Well done also to all the children who took part in the Key Stage Two Shape Quiz and congratu-
lations to the winning team: Triangular Team, Holly K, Ben T, Owen S, Holly C 
 

Thank you to the Beacon Drama Depart-

ment’s staff and students for inviting us to 

their fantastic performance of Shake-

speare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The 

pupils from Indigo and Violet Class attend-

ed the performance on Wednesday after-

noon and were impressed by the Beacon 

students’ achievements in set design and 

building, acting, dancing and backstage 

management. It was a great opportunity for 

the St Mary’s pupils to see the progress and achievement of some past pupils and to be inspired by the ex-

citing opportunities that await them at secondary school.  Thank you to all the parents who helped on the 

visit and once again to the Beacon staff and students for a fantastic afternoon.  



OPEN MORNING - MATHS AND COMPUTING 

TUESDAY 24TH MAY 2016 
Please come and join us for an exciting morning of maths and computing at St Mary’s  

School on Tuesday 24th May 2016 between 9.30 and 10.30 am, followed by coffee and  

questions from 10.30 to 11.30 am. You will have the opportunity to visit maths lessons  

throughout the school and observe the children’s learning in maths and computing first hand. There will 

be children from across the school demonstrating their knowledge, skills and understanding in computing 

in the computer suite who will be happy to share their learning with you. The remainder of the children 

will be busy learning in maths lessons across both key stages. We’d love to show you what maths and 

computing teaching and learning looks like first hand at St Mary’s and hope you will come in to find out 

more about both these subjects. You can wander freely around the school to see learning in action and 

then you are more than welcome to join some of the staff for refreshments and the opportunity to ask any 

questions you may have about what you have seen or about maths and computing in general. We very 

much hope you will join us and support this event. 

CONTACT DETAILS  
Please make sure the office has you're up to date contact details, we send most correspondence by email, 

including this newsletter. We also send out texts for more urgent information. Quite often a parent comes 

in saying they didn't know about an event or cancellation and they haven't had any texts or emails through 

for ages. If we don't know you are not getting information, we cannot rectify it. Please let the school know 

if you change your mobile number or stop using your land line, or realise you 

haven't had any information through for a while, or only seem to hear about 

things from other parents. Thank you 

DRIVE AWARENESS 
 

We have had an email from a parent to promote greater vigilance 
with regard to the school drive. The concern is that many of our 
pupils younger siblings run on ahead of their parents up the drive 
and towards the road. Obviously children are not aware of the dan-
ger. Occasionally we do have deliveries or other reasons why vehi-
cles need to be on the drive at school drop off/collection times, this 
is unavoidable, so the driveway doesn’t automatically turn into a 

wide path at 3.15pm. It is just to remind you to be 
aware.  
We have also had complaints from members of staff 
that their cars are getting scratched and damaged by 
children running around them or with their scooters. 
Although we are happy for children to bring scooters 

to school and leave them in the parents shelter, for these and for 
safety reasons children are not allowed to ride scooters either down 
the drive or on school property.  Thank you 

ATTENDANCE  
Last week we distributed a huge number of awards: 
Improved certificates for those whose attendance 
has increased since the end of term 2 
Bronze certificates for those children who have had 100% attend-
ance for 2 whole terms. 
Silver certificates for those children who have had 100% attend-
ance for 4 whole terms.  Well done to all concerned. 
We continue to focus on attendance as part of our statutory duty, 
and because we know that children with the highest attendance at 
school go on to achieve the best at the end of secondary school.  
We are sending letters home this week to parent/carers of children 
whose attendance has dropped.  If you would like to meet to dis-
cuss how we can support you to improve attendance please contact 
the school office for an appointment to be made.  

Happy Birthday 
 
We celebrated The Queen’s 90th birthday 
this week with an assembly, singing of the 
National Anthem and sending messages 
via Twitter. 

We are planning a celebration of our 
Queen’s birthday in school to coincide 
with the official celebrations in early June. 

Watch this space! 
 


