
The Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles ~ Sunday 29th June 2020 

   

Watch today’s Gospel here: https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bible-videos/videos/thou-art-the-

christ?lang=eng 

 This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles.  

 Remember, a Solemnity is a special day that calls our attention to a central mystery of our Faith. Today 

we are thinking of how the Christian Church began. 

 A disciple is a follower or learner of a teacher. An apostle (or messenger) is someone who is sent out to 

deliver the teachings they have learnt from their teacher to others. 

 

 St Peter was actually one of Jesus’s disciples. Simon Peter was a fisherman and 

together with his brother Andrew, they left their fishing nets and boats and joined 

Jesus. 

 

 St Paul was originally a Roman, Saul of Tarsus, living after the time 

of the death of Jesus. He persecuted Christians. He was converted 

on the road to Damascus when he was thrown from his horse as he 

heard the voice of God say: ‘Saul, Saul! Why do you persecute me?’  

Saul was converted to Christianity and took the name Paul. From 

that moment he became an apostle and worked together with Peter 

and the other apostles to build the early Christian Church. Many of 

the letters he wrote to the early Christians can be found in the Bible. (Read about 

Saul’s conversion in Acts 9:1-31) 

 

 In today’s Gospel Jesus is asking his disciples who people think he is. (He uses the 

term ‘Son of Man’ to mean his human self). 

 It is Peter who speaks for the disciples when he says: ‘You are the Christ’ or the 

Messiah – the one promised by God to save his people. 

 This has been revealed to Peter by God himself. 

 Peter or ‘Petrus’ in Latin means rock. 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bible-videos/videos/thou-art-the-christ?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bible-videos/videos/thou-art-the-christ?lang=eng


 Jesus tells Peter he will be the leader of the Church on earth when Jesus is no longer 

with them. 

 And so it was that Peter directed the people of the early Christian Church after the 

death and resurrection of Jesus.  

 When Peter died, another was chosen to lead the church and so it continued. 

 This leader became the Pope, St Peter was considered to be the first Pope and leader 

of the Church on earth.  

 And so Pope Francis is the current successor to St Peter at the church of St Peter in 

Rome, Italy, where St Peter is buried. 

 There are many stories about Ss Peter and Paul in the Bible, the first reading today 

also tells a story about St Peter (Acts 12:1-11) 

 

     

 

From the Holy Gospel according to St Matthew 

Peter’s Declaration about Jesus 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some 

Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But you, who do you 

say that I am?’ Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’  

And Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and 

blood that revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. So now I say to you: You are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of the underworld can never 

hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.’ 

Matthew 16:13-19  

 


