
 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
 

Term 1 Week 1  September 9th  2016 

Celebrate 

Congratulations to: 

Value Awards 

Collaboration 

Blue Class, Harvey C 

Responsibility 

Owen K, Cameron B 

Independence 

Rylee 

Creativity 

Jay-Jay, Courtney, Ella C 

Resilient 

Carly 

Awards Outside School 

Isabelle Hayden-Swimming 

Marcus Hayden-Swimming 

Max Whittle-Swimming 

 

Taken from this week’s Gospel                                           24th Sunday in Ordinary time cycle C    
 

Jesus responds to those who criticize him for keeping company with the unworthy   

Luke 15:1-32                              

Welcome back to school for the 2016/17 academic 
year.  It has been a real delight greeting the 
children as they move into their new classes and to 
hear all about the exciting learning and new 
challenges they will experience this year.  
We started with an assembly based on quotes from 
the newly canonised St Teresa of Calcutta and 
thought about how they fitted with our school Mission to ‘Pray, Learn, Love, 
Enjoy’. 
We came back to an even further improved learning environment with a new 
roof and ceiling for the KS2 corridor and part of  Violet class which will 
provide better temperature control and, we hope, noise insulation when it 
rains!  It is hoped that the new doors and windows to finish this project will 
be fitted in the October holidays. 
We have also had a new canopy installed in the outdoor Reception area to  
allow for more free flow activities all year round. New fencing and gates near 
the swimming pool have improved security in the school and allow access to 
the swimming pool without entering school grounds.  Mr Reed along with 
Mrs Taylor and Miss Taylor have worked hard to clean the school thoroughly 
while many staff members gave up their holiday time to come in and prepare 
learning areas ready for the children to start.  We are so lucky at St Mary’s to 
have such a committed  staff team, helped by parents and governors, without 
whose dedicated, enthusiastic and  financial  support none of this could 
happen.  Thank you. 

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners and 

friends are invited to attend. 
We are sending out the 2016/2017 Year 

Planner with the newsletter  this week.  

Please keep it safely.  We will add more 

dates as we get them,  and we will try to 

stick to the dates given unless other cir-

cumstances arise.  In these situations we 

will provide further information through 

the newsletter. 

INSET DAYS 

There are  5 days each year 

when staff work to update their 

training but children are not 

required in school.  We took 2 

days on Monday and Tuesday 

this week in which we worked 

on areas of this years school 

development plan. 

We have booked training on 

8th and 9th  November (sorry, 

these days are midweek which 

we usually try hard to avoid 

but had no control over confer-

ence dates.) 

We have one more to arrange 

which is likely to be added to 

one end of the  holiday in May. 

We will let you know as soon 

as all the schools involved 

have made a decision. 

We have updated our school Home Learn-

ing Policy; it is available on our  website 

and you will receive a copy with this news-

letter. 

You will now receive a home learning grid 

each term to explain the activities which 

your child can choose  from so that you can 

work together to help support their learning 

in school. 

We will continue to send out curriculum 

maps each term so that you are aware of 

the areas being covered in your child’s 

class. 



Swimming Time-Table 

W/C 12th September 2016 

We are one of the lucky schools in Crowborough  

who still has a swimming pool. This comes at a 

price and is a constant strain on school resources. 

We always seem to be nagging for money, but the 

pool costs an incredible amount to run. The cost for 

each term is £10 per child. You may pay £30 for 

the whole year if this is easier for you. We ask for a 

£10 contribution in Term 1, Term 5 and Term 6. If 

you cannot pay, please come into the office and we 

can sort something out.. The upkeep of the pool de-

pends on your contribution. 

Swimming will start next week. The children must 

have trunks or a costume, a swimming hat, and 

towel all named in a bag. They may bring in gog-

gles if they wish.. 

Gardening Glory! 
Thank you to the Pointer fami-

ly and the Mellor family for 

doing such a brilliant job over 

the summer holidays in the 

school garden. Despite the hot 

weather, Mr Pointer slaved away to unearth the pond in 

the allotment area and has provided a calm oasis in our 

garden that will surely attract more wildlife for the chil-

dren to enjoy.  

The Mellor family were also busy over the holidays 

clearing a vast area of the garden to create a mysterious, 

woody trail for the children to explore.  

Please have a look next time you are in school at the 

wonderful work that has been done. St Mary’s are very 

grateful that we have such hard-working parents and we 

thank you for your on going support!  

Thanks also to Mr Johnson and Mrs Gamba who came 

in to ensure the gardens were watered. 

Miss Ticehurst 

 

REMINDERS FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

 

Please do not drop your children off 

on the zig-zag lines. The first day 

back a Range Rover stopped to let 

their child out. This can be danger-

ous for our children. 

 

Please remember we are a NUT 

FREE school; please remember 

when making your child’s packed 

lunch. We  have several children 

with severe nut allergies. Thank 

you. 

 

Children in Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2 are entitled to Universal Free 

School Meal each day. Year 3, 4, 5 

& 6 children have to pay unless they 

are entitled to free school meals. If 

you are on a lower income and think your child may 

be eligible for free school meals in any year group 

please pop into the school office to collect a form, if 

you have your national insurance number, we may 

be able to check straight away. You will need to fill 

out a form for each child. Thank you. The cost of a 

school lunch is now £2.10, this should be brought in 

each day in a named wallet, purse or envelope. Un-

fortunately we do no hold change in the school of-

fice. 

 

Each child has been given a pink 

letter with regard to any medical 

information you think the school 

should be made aware of. Please could you return 

this even if there is nothing to declare, to keep our 

records up to date. Thank you. 

 

If you need to bring in medication for 

the school to administer during the 

day, you will need to fill out a parent 

consent form which is available from 

the dispenser in the reception area. The medication 

must be named, and clear information given as to 

quantities and times. Thank you. 

 

We have moved the office Post Box, it 

is still in the reception area but on the 

wall next to the television. Please use 

this to post permission slips, money for 

swimming, trips etc. (envelopes are 

provided for your convenience). Please 

remember to put the child's name on the front of the 

envelope. This is to alleviate the queues that form in 

the morning and afternoon. Thank you.  

  

9.15-10.15 
10.30-

11.30 

Tuesday Year 1 Year 5 

Wednesday Year 4 Year 6 

Thursday Year 2 Year 3 


