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Continuing to Stay United 

Well done for everyone’s continued efforts this week—with Home School, work, juggling child-

care, looking after relatives, running your homes, keeping the peace, remaining relatively sane 

(I hope)! It is so important that you all acknowledge your achievements this week in your own 

lives. At this time it is good to be honest about your limitations and the capacity you have as a 

family. We are all just human and trying to do our best! 

The School will continue to set daily learning tasks for all classes but we are not expecting eve-

ryone to complete everything, everyday. We understand and support the decisions you make 

within the context of your own family situations about what you need to prioritise on a daily 

and weekly basis. Of course we want the children to continue to engage with their learning 

and to maintain some routines, but staying safe and well remains our priority. This must be 

yours too. You need to find a balance that works for you and your children.  

The responses to home learning that teachers receive in the form of emails, photos and videos 

are always greatly appreciated and they provide an important channel of communication be-

tween the School and home. If you are not communicating with your child/children’s teacher/s 

in this way please do not worry—again there is no expectation on our part for you to do this. 

However, if this is not a channel of communication you are using, or indeed even if it is, please 

do not be worried or concerned if the teachers or Senior Leadership Team members contact 

you by phone. It is so important for us to remain in regular contact with you all to ensure that 

we are doing all we can to support our families at this time. The teachers have been asked to 

account for all the children in their class each week so that we know that all members of our 

School community are safe and well. For me, this is the most important part of my Team’s 

work at the current time and so I thank you for responding to our emails and calls—your com-

munication with us is much appreciated.  

I hope that you all manage to enjoy the long weekend and find ways to celebrate VE Day with 

your families. Take care and stay safe and well. 

Liz Hills  

(Acting Headteacher) 
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Well Done!  

Well done to Grace S (Blue Class) and Alfie S (Red Class) who have been working 

hard to raise money for the NHS. The children have raised £90 so far with their 

fantastic efforts making and selling loombands from their front garden. One day 

they sat out in the boot of  their Dad’s car (to socially distance) for three hours 

with a table set up with their loombands for sale. They have also posted loom-

bands to family members in return for donations.  

Well done Grace and Alfie—we are very proud of you!  

Well done as well to Olivia A (Violet Class) who has continued to 

work hard on her fundraising efforts and is now at the grand 

total of £408 raised to support the NHS. Well done Olivia for all 

your efforts and for the dedication you have shown to sup-

porting this worthy cause.  

  

Mass and Prayers 

This week how about considering 

writing a Home School prayer? We 

would love to receive copies of your 

prayers to share with everyone. 

Please send your prayers to  

cheathcote@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

Don’t Stay Silent—
Reach Out 

Please remember there is always 
someone there to listen and to help. 
The Samaritans helpline is free, con-

fidential and available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. You are not 

alone. Call the Samaritans anytime.  

Food Bank 

Please do not hesitate to contact Liz Hills 

(head@stamrysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk) if you 

are struggling due to changes in your 

family’s financial position—the school 

can make referrals to local food banks to 

help and support you during this difficult 

time.  
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FUND RAISING 
If you are looking for a local fund raising event to sponsor please read on …. 
 
One of our parents  is raising money for the NHS by running a marathon on their treadmill 
over this week and next. If you would like to find out more and make a donation please visit: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nikki-wheelers-26-challenge   

Crowborough Hockey Club are hosting a virtual Hockeython this Saturday 9th May to raise 
money for Hospice in the Weald.  They are keeping a hockey ball moving from 9am to 5pm in 
15 minute slots, with an endurance hour to finish from 5—6pm. It is being broadcast live in 
Facebook on the club’s home page. If anyone wants to sponsor this event please visit:  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/crowborough-hockey-club  

St Mary’s at Home—Reading Room 

We are really pleased to announce that our Reading Room (linked from the St 

Mary’s at Home homepage on the website) will be expanding over the coming 

weeks. We are in the process of setting up a ‘Children’s Corner’ where our amaz-

ing St Mary’s children can join in the fun and showcase videos of themselves 

reading. This would be a lovely opportunity for our UKS2 children to read some 

of their favourite childhood stories for the younger children to 

enjoy, but all contributions from children across the school 

are welcome. Please send videos to your child/children’s class 

teacher/s.  https://www.stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk/reading-room  

REOPENING SCHOOL 

In the last 24 hours the Department for Education has released the following state-
ment on their Twitter account:  
There is no set date for schools to reopen. Schools with remain closed to most until sci-
entific advice indicated it is right to reopen and the five tests set out to beat this virus 
have been met. 
When we receive further information about reopening the School we will contact you. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nikki-wheelers-26-challenge
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/crowborough-hockey-club
https://www.stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk/reading-room
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ISEND SUPPORT 
 

For details of services and support still available to your child with 
SEND please see the document sent out with this week’s news-
letter. Also, do not forget that the school staff are still available to 
offer you and your child support.  
 

 

 

TALKING TO YOUR CHILDREN 
ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS 

 
If you want to talk to your children about the coronavirus or 
or if they want to talk to you, please consider whether or 
not this book, specially written for children, might be a 
good starting point for you all. A copy of the book has 
been sent out as an attachment with this week’s news-
letter.  

 

 

 

  

VE Day 

Please take a moment to have a look through the VE Day document Miss Russell has put 

together that has been sent out as an attachment with this newsletter. It is full of re-

sources and ideas to help you to explain, discuss and celebrate the 75th Anniversary of 

VE Day with your children.  

Please send photos of your celebrations to your children’s teachers.  
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